
December 13, 2021 

Three outgoing Board members recognized 
Three Board of Education members who will be finishing their terms in December were 

recognized and thanked for their many years of service. Michele Benjamin, Vice President, has 

served four years on the Blue Valley Board of Education. Stacy Obringer-Varhall, has served a 

total of nine years on the Blue Valley Board of Education. Mike Seitz has served 11 years on the 

Blue Valley Board of Education.  

Board celebrates students with perfect ACT scores in 2021 
Blue Valley continues to have a composite average ACT score higher than the state and national 

average and is one of the leaders in the state. The Board celebrated and recognized four Blue 

Valley students who have scored a perfect 36 this school-year only on the ACT: Kevin Fan- 

BVN, Anna Hamilton- BVN, Humphrey Luo- BVW, and David Stutz- BVN.  

Board recognizes BVW student-athlete Julia Misemer 
The Board invited Julia Misemer to be recognized for her historic athletic career in Blue Valley. 

This year Blue Valley West golfer Julia Misemer helped lead her team to win the Kansas’ Class 

6A Championship. She also won her 4th-straight Individual State Championship, becoming just 

the second golfer - boy or girl - in Kansas State High School Activities Association’s history to 

accomplish this feat. To top it all off, she was awarded the Kenneth Smith Award for the best 

female golfer in the KC metro area.

Board recognizes Frank Moore and Chris Landis 
The Board recognized Frank Moore, floating custodian, with the Distinguished Service Award 

and Chris Landis, Leawood Middle School 7th grade science teacher, with the Excellence in 

Education Award.  

Board receives Facility Planning Committee Report 

The Board heard from Erik Pollom, Assistant Director of Planning and Operations, on enrollment 

statistics and projections and the specific role the Facility Planning Committee holds. He then 

identified recommendations for Board action items involving Wolf Springs enrollment and the 

boundary recommendation for Elementary 24. Visit the Facility Planning Board Advisory 

Committee page on the District website to learn more.   

https://www.bluevalleyk12.org/Page/34385
https://www.bluevalleyk12.org/Page/34385


Board approves new school boundary for Elementary 24 
Erik Pollom presented the Facility and Planning Committee’s final recommendation of 

Elementary 24’s school boundary. Located at 182nd and Long Street in the southern portion of 

the district, Elementary 24 is projected to open August of 2023. The recommended boundary was 

passed 7-0 by the Board. To view the boundary as well as more details, please visit Elementary 

24’s page on the District website.   

Board hears school safety update 
Dan Carney, Director of Safety and Security, spoke to the Board and reminded them of safety & 

security systems in place in Blue Valley. Topics included SRO’s and Blue Valley police officers, 

physical security, procedural security, the safe schools initiative report, and the importance of 

trusted relationships. To learn more about Blue Valley’s safety and security visit the district’s 

website.  

Board receives COVID-19 update 
The Board heard from Dr. Mark Schmidt, Assistant Superintendent - SPED, on data around 

COVID-19 in Blue Valley and other measures around health and safety. Dr. Schmidt updated 

them on the COVID-19 Dashboard provided by the district every Friday, Blue Valley’s drive-in 

clinic numbers, COVID-19 testing in the buildings for staff, and vaccination information. Dr. 

Katie Collier, Deputy Superintendent, then updated the Board on the district’s second semester 

plans around COVID-19. Collier informed the Board that buildings would work to include parent 

volunteers, field trips, and end of year activities all to help increase home to school 

connectedness. For COVID-19 information visit the District’s website.  

Board approves Legislative Positions 
The Board voted to approve legislative positions for the 2022 Legislative Session. Visit the 

District’s website for more information.  

A video recording of the live-streamed meeting is available for viewing on the Blue Valley Board 
of Education YouTube channel. 
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